
 

 

 
 

272,974 refugees resettled to 
the US and 157,375 refugees 
resettled to Canada between 
2015 and 2020. 
 
Resettled refugees face 
unique health challenges, 
and health disparities exist 
compared to US and 
Canadian born populations. 
 
There is a need for research 
standards in refugee health.  
 
There is a lack of an ethical 
framework to guide research 
with resettled refugee 
populations.  
 

Mission 
• Foster refugee health 

research among Society 
of Refugee Healthcare 
Providers members  

• Serve as a source of 
research expertise and 
support for the broader 
refugee health community 

Vision 
• Create a refugee health 

evidence base and to 
support data driven 
program creation and 
evaluation in order to 
improve refugee health 
outcomes for refugee 
children, families, 
individuals and 
communities 

 
 
 
 

• Society of Refugee 
Healthcare Providers 
(SRHP) infrastructure 
including leadership support, 
members, and a website 

• SRHP members’ expertise 
in refugee health, research, 
and ethics 

• Extensive network of 
partners from US and 
Canadian academic 
institutions and public health 
agencies 

• Established Committee 
leadership and 
subcommittee structure 
including Research Agenda, 
Ethics, Resettled Refugee 
Review Board, Steering 
Subcommittees   

• Member time to support 
project implementation 

• Virtual meeting space 
(Zoom) 

 

• Conduct quarterly general 
meetings and regular 
subcommittee meetings  

• Develop databases on 
committee members’ skills 
and funding mechanisms 

• Identify refugee health 
research priorities  

• Develop ethical framework to 
guide refugee health 
research 

• Develop guidance 
documents to support 
refugee health research 

• Support and promote grant 
and other funding proposals  

• Establish mentorship 
program to support members 
with specific projects 

• Building capacity and 
facilitating educational 
opportunities  

• Coordinate research projects 
related to refugee health 

• Supporting the North 
American Refugee Health 
Conference  

• Provide expertise 
• Advocacy 

Professionals with 
experience working with 
and/or providing care to 
refugees including but not 
limited to  
 
• Physicians  
• Physician assistants  
• Nurse practitioners 
• Nurses  
• Pharmacists 
• Social workers 
• Public health workers  
• Case managers 
• Resettlement agencies 
• Community-based 

organizations 
• Researchers 
• Educators 
• Students   

Short term  
 
Research 
• Establish priorities for refugee 

health research  
• Enhance research collaborations 

among SRHP and Committee 
members  

• Support the next generation of 
researchers  

• Provide technical support for 
members  

• Support equal authorship rights, 
and commit to equal opportunity 
for research leadership and 
partnerships, particularly for 
refugees, host communities, and 
international partners 

• Advocate for engaging, 
educating, and empowering 
community scholars from refugee 
communities in refugee health 
research 

Evaluation  
• Support evaluation of existing 

refugee health structures and 
programs via program evaluation, 
research, and quality 
improvement initiatives  

Ethics  
• Establish an ethical framework in 

refugee health research  
• Develop resources for standard 

IRB language in refugee health 
research  

 

Medium term  
 
Research 
• Increase SRHP and Committee 

member research aligned with 
refugee health priorities   

• Support research for innovative 
solutions to refugee health 
problems based on established 
priorities  

• Encourage data-sharing principles 
while protecting privacy and 
confidentiality 

• Support open access and 
widespread dissemination of 
evidence-based findings  

Evaluation  
• Evaluate effectiveness, 

accessibility, and quality of 
personal and population-based 
services 

• Disseminate evidence-based 
practices for the development and 
improvement of refugee health 
programs and policies  

Ethics  
• Increase SRHP and Committee 

member awareness of ethical 
framework 

• Support the application of ethical 
principles in refugee health 
research 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Long term 
 
Research 
• Foster translation of 

research findings to clinical, 
policy, program, and 
advocacy work 

• Improve understanding of 
best and promising 
practices to achieving health 
equity among resettled 
refugee populations 

• Expand refugee health 
evidence base  

Evaluation  
• Build organizational 

standards for refugee health 
programming  

• Guide public health 
practices among refugee 
populations  

Ethics  
• Guide health equity 

recommendations related to 
refugee populations  

• Promote research to inform 
evidence-based policy 
decisions  

Present findings  
Publish findings  
 

Survey members 
 
 

Social determinants of 
health; host country 
refugee climate 

 

Refugee resettlement policy 
and funding; funding for 
refugee health research   
 

Committee products and 
research findings will be utilized 

 

Research, evaluation, and 
ethics work will be maintained  
 

Assumptions Contextual Factors   

Note. Refugees refer to resettled refugees and refugee claimants in North America.  
 


